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EDITORIAL 
The Christian Way in Race Relations 


WO impulses of human life—the 
struggle for selfish interest and the 
struggle for service to others— 

have sought the right of way in race 
relations. The demands for cheap labor 
to clear the forests and till the tobacco, 
rice and cotton fields of the white settlers 
led them to bring the Negro people to 
America. Almost from the beginning, 
Christian conscience sought to prevent 
and correct the evils of slavery, and to 
serve the welfare of both races by over- 
ruling selfish exploitation. The profits 
from unpaid labor, however, so appealed 
to the lesser impulse of the majority that 
it often thwarted the claims of justice and 
mercy. Sixty years ago the Nation paid 
an awful price in blood and treasure when 
conscience and justice demanded their 
place on the highway. 

During the years that have followed 
the spirit of justice and service has slow- 
ly but surely gained larger and larger 
place in the settlement of the many rela- 
tions of the races in industry, education, 
government, and religion. It is true that 
the Negro, like many other repressed 
groups, has shared unevenly in the wealth 
he has helped produce, in the schools he 
has been taxed to support and in the gov- 
ernment he fought and died in wars to 
defend. Yet the glory of the past and the 
hope of the future rest in the fact that, 
although often in the minority, there 
has been a body of Americans who in 
season and out have labored that Chris- 
tian good-will, instead of selfish interest, 
should determine the relation of our na- 
tional life to Negro citizens. 

Half a thousand missionary schools, 
institutes, and colleges, have pioneered 
Negro education when many people did 
not believe the race could master ad- 
vanced knowledge. These _ institutions 
have equipped an able company of pres- 
ent-day Negro leaders in church, school, 
and community life. Progress in in- 


dustry, art, agriculture, literature, science, 
and religion among Negroes is leading 
many white leaders to say that the time 
has come when they should no longer 
work for the Negroes but with them for 
the best and largest achievements of the 
new day. In other words, we have arrived 
at the time of real racial cooperation. 
We begin to see that our general welfare 
cannot be attained without according to 
all a share in planning and working for, 
as well as enjoying, the benefits. 

We are “finding new appreciation by 
the white people of the colored people’s 
value as members of the community, 
taking the best of that race rather than 
the worst as instances of their worth and 
progress, likewise finding a new 
appreciation by the colored people of the 
white people’s interest and readiness to 
cooperate.” Organizations such as the 
Commission on Inter-Racial Co-opera- 
tion in the South and the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Commission on the Church and Race. 
Relations, described in this issue, are out- 
standing illustrations of this spirit. 

The ideals of Christian brotherhood 
now gain a larger place in the march 
along the world’s highway because they 
have made clearer to the people that to 
advance the man behind is to carry for- 
ward the whole procession. Has not 
much of the selfish impulse that led to the 
exploitation and repression of the weak 
by the strong, the disadvantaged by the 
favored, the black by the white, had head- 
way in the affairs of the world because 
men and women have not realized that we 
all go up or down together? In the prac- 
tical life of action no less than in our 
thinking we are beginning to see that the 
science which taught the “struggle for 
existence” as “red in tooth and claw” 
stated only half a truth. We are now 
beginning to see that the “struggle for 
the life of others” is even as deep, or deep- 
er, in the fabric of life and in the structure: 
of human society. The majority are” 
opening their eyes to see that we serve 
ourselves best when we serve our neighbor. 
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Churches Undertake Constructive Policy 
on Race Relations 


HE plans begun by the Federal Council of the Churches nearly a year ago to 

undertake active work in behalf of better relations between the white and 

Negro races in America have now been definitely advanced. Two secretaries 

for the Commission on the Church and Race Relations have been secured, Dr. George 

EK. Haynes, one of the outstanding figures among the Negro people, and Dr. W. W. 

Alexander, who for several years has done notable work in the movement for inter- 
racial cooperation initiated by prominent white leaders in the South. 


Dr. Haynes will give his full time to the work 
of the Federal Council. He is the first Negro 
to hold a position of executive responsibility in 
the Council, and was selected upon nomination 
by a committee of representative Negro church- 
men. Dr. Alexander will continue to give his 
major attention to the Commission on Inter- 
Racial Cooperation, of which he is director, 
with headquarters in Atlanta, but will cooperate 
closely with Dr. Haynes at every point. Dr. 
Alexander will serve the Federal Council with- 
out salary, through the generous provision of 
the Southern body. 

Dr. Haynes has had fourteen years of ex- 
perience in work for Negro welfare and in pro- 
moting cooperative relations between the races. 
He was formerly Professor of Economics and 
Sociology at Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn., 
and was founder and first executive of the 
National League on Urban Conditions among 
Negroes. During the war he served the U. 5S. 


_ Department of Labor as adviser on matters re- 


lating to Negro workers and their relations to 
white workers and employers, being known as 
the Director of Economics of that Department. 
He has thorough educational preparation for 
his work, being a graduate of Fisk University 


and having received his Master of Arts degree 


from Yale University, and the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy from Columbia University. He 
was formerly a Secretary of the International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., and has been a 
worker for a number of years in cooperative 
activities of the white and Negro churches. He 
is also widely known as a social worker because 
of his connection in former years with the Bu- 
reau of Social Research, his study at the New 
York School of Philanthropy, and the author- 
ship of books, pamphlets, and magazine articles 
on Negro life and race relations. He has lately 
prepared for the Missionary Education Move- 
ment and the Council of Women for Home Mis- 
sions a study text-book, entitled, ““The Trend 
of the Races.” 


The Churches’ Interest in Race Relations 


At the quadrennial meeting of the Federal 
Council in Boston in December, 1920, the white 
and Negro leaders of the churches came to a 
mutual conviction that some new steps should 
be taken by the Protestant churches to bring the 
ideals of Christian brotherhood to greater appli- 
cation in race relations in America. As Dr. 
Robert E. Speer expressed it, a few weeks later, 
there was a general feeling that “the work to be 
done is not to be done by one race for another, 
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but by the two races working together. Each 
race, of course, has its own problems within, but 
the inter-racial problem is the problem for the 
two races together, and what we are anxious to 
see through the Federal Council is provision for 
a commission so truly representative of the two 
races and of the best mind and spirit of both, 
that it will supply within our whole church body 
in America a backing for the work which each 
individual and each group of individuals has 
tried to do in the solution of these problems.” 


On July 12, 1921, at Washington, D. C., Dr. 
Speer called together the first meeting of the 
new Commission on the Church and Race Rela- 
tions. He sounded the key- 
- note of the meeting in these 
words: “We, who are assem- 
bled as representatives of the 
churches, are at one today in 
our fundamental theory of 
race relations. Conceiving God 
as the common -Father of 
all, we regard humanity as an 
organism and think of our- 
selves as all bound together in 
one bundle of life. We are 
committed to the method of 
cooperation. Here in America, 
where the problem of race re- 
lations is presented to us in 
the most acute form, we have 
the greatest opportunity in the 
world to make a constructive 
contribution to its solution. 
The Federal Council, repre- 
senting the churches as a whole, both colored 
and white, ought to afford a central meeting 
place for all the agencies dealing with race rela- 
tions, ought to reinforce all that is now being 
done and see to it that no important phase of 
the task is overlooked.” 

Mr. John J. Eagan, of Atlanta, one of the 
best known Christian laymen in the South, be- 
came the Chairman of the Commission. 

As a result of the deliberations of that day, 
the new Commission announced as its purpose: 
To assert the sufficiency of Christian principles 
in the solution of race relations; to provide a 
clearing house and meeting place for Christian 
forces in this matter; to promote mutual con- 
fidence and cooperation; to distribute accurate 
knowledge of conditions; to develop a public 
conscience in inter-racial matters which will 
secure justice and the correction of unfair con- 


and 


ditions in education, housing, etc., and to pro-. 


vide an agency through which the churches and 
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auxiliary organizations may work together to 
these ends. 


Endorsements from Leading Churchmen 


The underlying idea of the Commission and 
its purposes has received strong endorsement 
from many white and Negro leaders. 

One of the outstanding white laymen of the 
Nation said: “I am profoundly moved and in- 
terested in this new development on the part of 
the Council, and shall be glad to do anything 
that is practicable for me to do in the way of 
cooperation.” A general officer of one of the 
largest Protestant denominations said: “I have 
been wishing for a call of this _ 
kind from some large source, 
and I am glad that you are 
calling representative men to- 
gether for this purpose.” 

One of the leading Negro 
bishops said: “I regard the 
movement as of paramount. im- 
portance, especially since it is 
designed to be national and | 
inter-racial in its scope.” One 
of the leading Negro religious 
leaders wrote: “Not only 
should the churches of Ameri- 
ca face up to this question in 
the interest of relieving the 
strained situation at home, but 
I am convinced that it is the 
only way to erase the question 
mark written across the minds 
of the people to whom we send 
missionaries. The churches of America have 
a wonderful opportunity to hasten the coming 
of the Kingdom, and whether or not they suc- 
ceed in fulfilling this mission will depend not so 
much upon the amount of funds raised or the 
number of recruits secured, as upon a convin- 
cing demonstration right here at home of the 
brotherhood that Jesus taught and lived.” 


ALEXANDER 


Commission is Securing Results 


These and many other endorsements as well 
as favorable comment from the press, religious 
and secular, upon the Commission and state- 
ment of its purposes encouraged Mr. Eagan and 
the members of the Commission to take further 
steps for constructive work. At the meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council at Chicago in December, a proposed 
budget of $10,000 was approved with the under- 
standing that new friends and sources of reve- 
nue must be found for this purpose. 


previously pledged cooperation. 
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With the beginning of the work of Dr. 
Haynes and Dr. Alexander, the latter part of 
January, the Commission entered upon a new 
phase of its development. At a recent meeting 
of the three Bishops’ Councils of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Zion Church, and the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Montgomery, 
Ala., these three bodies endorsed this new un- 
dertaking of the Federal Council, and pledged 
cooperation. Officials of the Negro Baptists 
and Negro leaders in other denominations had 
Thus the way 
is now open for united action in making plans 
and programs for applying the 
ideals of brotherhood to these 
problems. 

Results have already pean 
to flow from the activities of 
the Commission. A conference 
has been held for a wider cam- 
paign of educational publicity 
to spread information about 
the achievements of Negroes, 
the progress of Negro welfare, 
and the improvement of race 
relations. Plans are under 
way for having the question of 
better race relations discussed 
and presented in various con- 
ferences and church gather- 
ings throughout the country 
during the spring and summer. 
An Information Service, to 
furnish reliable and accurate 


Secretary, 


data to all inquirers, in cooperation with the 


Research Department of the Social Service 
Commission, has been planned and is already 


DR. GEORGE E. HAYNES 


The Commission on the Church 
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receiving calls. Correspondence and personal 
contact by the visits of the secretaries have 
been established with several important locali- 
ties where there are strong federations ready to 
undertake work for improvement of Negro life 
and conditions and of race relations. Plans are 
being discussed for promotion of conciliation 
work between Negro workers and employers. 
Already some work has been taken up in some 
cities where the unemployment situation is 
acute. ‘These and other activities are under 
consideration by the Commission. 

Two underlying principles are guiding the 
work of its secretaries from the beginning: (1) 
That the problems of race 
relations and Negro welfare 
are local problems and _ pri- 
marily the concern of the local 
people and the local commu- 
nity; and that the secretaries 
of the Commission on _ the 
Church and Race Relations are 
only the servants to help the 
people in the local community 
to deal better with their prob-— 
lems by bringing to them the 
wider information and experi- 
ence of the nation and the 
results of successful under- 
takings in different places. 
(2) That many localities have 
already done substantial con- 
structive work in this direction 
and the new Commission may 
look to these localities for 
demonstration, information, and help in spread- 
ing the good work and the ideal of brotherhood 
throughout the Nation. 


STRENGTHENING RELIGIOUS WORK 


IN THE ARMY: 


- Something unique has happened in the his- 
tory of the American army. For the first 
time a Chief of Chaplains has toured the field 
in the interests of the religious welfare of 
‘soldiers. The conferences were noteworthy in 
that they were composed of men of various 
religious beliefs, twenty different communions 
being represented in the Corps of Army 
Chaplains. 

The points at which conferences were held 


_ were Camp Lewis, Wash. ; Presidio of San Fran- 
* } cisco, 

- Travis, Texas. 
oe \ 


Cal.; Fort Bliss, Texas; and Camp 


The Chaplains in each of these 


areas, under the leadership of the senior chap- 
lain, arranged programs to quicken the inter- 
est in religious effort and to provide working 
plans for the same. Chief of Chaplains, John 
T. Axton, participated in these conferences and 
conducted a round-table discussion of methods. 
In addition to holding these conferences visi- 
tations were made to about thirty other posts. 
The specific purpose of these visitations was 
to magnify the place of religion in the army, 
to strengthen local programs for the moral and 
spiritual advancement of soldiers, to inspect 
buildings and equipment that are now in use 
for religious work, and to gather material upon 
which to base recommendations for the im- 
provement of the Chaplains’ Corps. ~ 
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Laying the Foundation for a Greater Evangelism 
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ORE things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.” 

Especially is this true when the 
hearts of millions respond in united prayer, as 
they will in the “Fellowship of Prayer,” which 
is being promoted this Lenten season in the 
churches by the Federal Council’s Commission 
on Evangelism. 


So impressed is a great daily newspaper, the 
Boston Transcript, by the plan, that it com- 
ments on its significance in these terms: 


“Not only does it say, Let us pray; but it 
says, across the whole continent, Let us pray 
together. The significance of this call will be 
recognized when it is remembered that the 
Federal Council of Churches is made up largely 


of religious bodies which in the past have not 


been in the habit of observing Lent.” 


The Fellowship of Prayer was first begun in 
the Congregational Churches and was found 
so suggestive to other churches also that last 
year it was adopted by many outside the Con- 
gregational denomination. This year it is put 
forward by the Federal Council in the name of 
all the churches. The literature centers around 
the theme, “The Working Out of Redemption,” 
and consists of Scripture readings from the 
Gospel of Luke, with meditations and hymns, 
and suggestions for prayer, either for private 
or family devotion, for every day in Lent. It 
was prepared by Dr. Charles E. Burton, Secre- 
tary of the National Congregational Council. 
The expense of printing is underwritten by 
the Congregational Churches and the Reformed 
Church in America. 

- The requests of the booklets have been alto- 
gether- beyond precedent. Several hundred 
thousand have already been printed. 


Easter WEEK oF PRAYER 


In addition to the Fellowship of Prayer, 
which centers around private and family devo- 
tions, a call for the general observance of Holy 
Week as a special occasion for public services 
of prayer and consecration has been issued. 


The call says in part: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America and the Commissions on 
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Evangelism of its constituent Churches unite 
in this Easter call to prayer, to consecration 
and to servicé at an hour when the weakness 
of humanity, without divine strength, is clearly 
revealed in the affairs of men. Let us continue 
to ‘pray without ceasing’ that the hand of God 
and the spirit of Christ may so guide and in- 
spire the nations that they may press on to- 
ward the brotherhood of men. 


“The streams of human life can rise no higher 
than their source. Nations can be redeemed 
only as mankind is convicted of sin, induced to 
repentance and becomes subject to our divine 
Lord and Master. National hatreds can only 
be overcome and human compassion can only be 
deepened by getting hatred and sin out of the 
hearts of men and out of our own hearts by the 
expulsive power of the love of Christ. 


“Our first call is to self-examination and 
penitence. 


“Tet us, therefore, seek with humility and 
faith for the outpouring of the Spirit in the 
lives of men. We have abundant reason for 
hope. The result of our prayer and service 
during the past two years was an unusual in- 
crease in the membership of our churches. This 
must not be permitted to induce self-satisfac- 
tion, but it should hearten us and fill us with 
renewed faith that the prayers of millions of 
the members of our churches will bring im- 
measurable release of spiritual power. 


“The subjects for the Easter season deal 
with the fundamental faith upon which depends 
the destiny of our country and the world. It 
is the redemption through Christ. With His 
followers, arid through them, the whole world 
of mankind may be resurrected from the 
sepulchre of human suspicion and human con- 
flict into which the world has fallen as the re- _ 
sult of a war brought on by human selfishness 
and sin. Let us pray that hundreds of thou- 
sands of new voices may be added to the com- 
pany of those who cry out of a joe ee experi- 
ence ‘He is risen! ” 


The topics for the successive days are as 
follows: 


Sunday, April 9th—The Redeemer the Son 
of God. 


Monday, April 10th—The Work of the Re ~ 


deemer. 
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Tuesday, with the 


Redeemer. 

Wednesday, April 12th—Following the Re- 
deemer. 

Thursday, April 13th—The Worth of the 
Redeemer. 

Friday, April 14th—The Victory of the 
Redeemer. 

Easter, April 16th—The Living Redeemer. 

Alternate topics dealing with events in the 


last week of Christ’s life are presented for 
churches that may prefer them. 


April 11th—Kuinship 


Pranninc ComMMuniItTy-WipE EviancEeLism 


The work of the Commission on Evangelism 
has been of absorbing interest since the open- 
ing of the new year. The Secretaries of Evan- 
gelism, with Dr. Goodell, visited the following 
cities in January: Akron, O., Youngstown, O., 
Columbus, O., Cincinnati, O., Dayton, O., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., New Haven, Conn., Portland, 
Me., Harrisburg, Pa., and Washington, D. C. 
In each of these cities, the ministers of the city 
and surrounding territory were gathered to con- 
sider their evangelistic work, with especial at- 
tention to simultaneous effort in the pre-Easter 


period. 


As typical of the impression made by these 
conferences, we quote “The Herald of Gospel 


Liberty” of February 2nd: 


“Those who have had little or no enthusiasm 
_ for the Federal Council of Churches in America 
because of its interest in, and work for, a more 
Christian order in industry and society, will be 
surprised perhaps to learn that the Council 
also participates very actively in the evan- 
_ gelistic work of the Church. Its Commission 
_on Evangelism, under the able leadership of the 
noted Dr. Charles L. Goodell, has done much 
to advance the interests of a sane type of evan- 
3 gelism; and for the past several months, he and 
__ a group of speakers have been visiting the great 
cities of the nation for the purpose of stirring 
up a more fervent interest in this particular 
subject. The speakers who accompany him are 
' representatives of various denominations, 
whose services and traveling expenses are 
donated by their own religious bodies. 
“Dayton is the smallest city that the group 
has yet visited, and their coming and the suc- 
; cess of their work here was made possible 
_ largely because the churches of Dayton main- 
’ tain a Council of Churches for their own city 


. 


corresponding to the Federal Council of 
Churches for the nation. Various of the vis- 
itors spoke in highest terms of the excellent 
work of this Church Council and its energetic 
secretary, Rev. Irvin E. Deer. It was a pity 
that the party could not spend more than one 
day in Dayton; but even in that short time it 
rendered much valuable service. The atten- 
dance of pastors and key-workers was good, 


‘and the afternoon and evening were crowded 


with speaking and institute work. The special 
object was to intensify the evangelistic desire 
in the hearts of the ministers and laymen 
present—and we are sure that this was done.” 


Among those who spoke during this round of 
meetings as representatives of the Commission 
on Evangelism and the different denominations 
were: 


Pres. J. Ross Stevenson, Chairman; Rev. 
Charles R. Erdman (Presbyterian) ; Rev. J. M. 
Bader, Secretary of Evangelism of the Disciples 
of Christ; Rev. George A. Miller (Disciple) ; 
Rev. George B. Dean, Secretary of Evangelism 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church; Rev. G. 
H. Birney (Methodist); Prof. Adolphus Lin- 
field (Methodist), representing Dr. Dean; Rev. 
Frederick L. Fagley, Secretary of Evangelism 
of the Congregational Churches; Rev. R. C. 
Helfenstein, Secretary of Evangelism of the 
Christian Church; Rev. George G. Mahy, Sec- 
retary of Evangelism of the Presbyterian 
Church; Rev. Wiliam F. Klein (Presbyterian) ; 
Rey. H. F. Stilwell, Secretary of Evangelism of 
the Baptist Church; Bishop 8. P. Spreng, Sec- 
retary of Evangelism of the Evangelical Asso- 
ciation; Rev. O. M. Voorhees, Secretary of 
Evangelism of the Reformed Church in 
America. 

Since these meetings, Dr. Goodell has held ex- 
tended services with the churches in Washing- 
ton, D. C., Holyoke, Mass., Duluth, Minn., and 
Norwich, Conn. During the pre-Lenten period 
he will also conduct services in Huntington, 
W. Va., Knoxville, Tenn., Vanderbilt Universi- 
ty,~ Nashville, Tenn., Omaha, Nebr., Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and Pittsfield, Mass. 

A very important meeting of the Commission 
on Evangelism is called for March 17th, at 
Philadelphia. Important matters relating to 
literature, evangelism in the Sunday School, 
the possibility of special work among the col- 
ored churches, and a proposal for an evangel- 
istic movement throughout the entire country, 
will be discussed. 
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Churches Continue Campaign for Warless World 
r | \HAT the churches do not regard the task of securing a warless world as more 


the churches “by the Federal Council’s Commission on International Justice 


and Goodwill. 


than well begun is indicated “by anew appeal which has just been made to 
It suggests that the churches enter at once upon a vigorous cam- . 
‘ 


paign to stimulate public opinion with a view to securing the prompt ratification 


of the treaties proposed by the Conference on Limitation of Armament. 
This appeal is entitled “A. Third Cal to 150,000 Churches in America.” 


firshe call 
a great tide of sentiment in its support. 


third “call” 
secured. 


The Council recognizes that the proposals of 
the Conference constitute a great victory m 
the war against war. “Far more was done at 
Washington,” it says, “than many thought pos- 
sible. ‘The Conference has started the nations 
facing toward a Warless World. It has turned 
the attention of the world to plans for the 
practice of permanent peace. It has brought 
within the range of practical possibility the 
ending of competitive navies, the scrapping of 
many capital ships and large reduction in naval 
expenditures. 

“Our immediate task,” the appeal continues, 
“is to arouse public opinion to the importance 
of prompt ratification of the treaties by the 
Senate. This is the next imperative step in the 
march of mankind toward a Warless World. 

“A Warless World can never be imposed by 
Governments on peoples, but it can be imposed 
by peoples on Governments. Christians can es- 

tablish a world peace system and they can out- 
law war, if they will.” 

The Commission has also just brought feat 
press a new publication, entitled “The Achieve- 
ments of the Conference as Steps toward a 
Warless World.” It is a pamphlet of sixteen 
pages, which analyzes critically and thorough- 
ly what the Conference proposes, the signifi- 
cance of the Conference in the campaign for 
the abolition of war, what the churches can now 
do to help make certain of the gains brought 
within our reach and what is still necessary in 
reaching the goal of a warless world. Careful 
students of international affairs who have read 
the document say it is the best interpretation 
of the significance of the Conference which has 
yet appeared. Its special purpose is to fur- 
nish to pastors needed information for making 
their churches centers of the most effective edu- 
cation of the public as to the moral necessity 
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was issued several weeks before the Conference with a view to arousing 
A. second “call” was issued after. the Con- . 
ference had begun, recognizing the splendid beginning which had been made. . 
is an effort to make certain that the full fruits of the Conference are now — 
i 
. 


The 
This 


of ratifying the proposals made by the Confer- — 
ence on Limitation of ‘Armament and of enter-— 
ing upon increasing cooperation with the other — 
nations of the world in the maintenance of world — 
peace. | 


Impvortranr Mrrrine on INTERNATIONAL 
QUESTIONS 


On February 24 an all-day meeting of the 
Commission on International Justice and Good- 
will was held in New York to consider this im- 
portant question: “Should the Commission 
adopt specific programs in regard to concrete 
international programs and policies and seek ~ 
to promote their adoption by American Chris-_ 
tians and churches?” Among the questions — 
discussed under this general heading were the 
ratification of the treaties proposed by the 
Conference on Limitation of Armament, the 
participation by the United States in the pro- — 
posed Economic Conference, the Conference on — 
the Near East; the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice and the international commis- 
sions appointed by the League of Nations on — 
the white slave traffic, control. of the liquor 
traffic in Africa, the international traffic in— 
opium and the private manufacture and trade 
in munitions. The duty of the United. States — 
toward Russia and Austria and its policies with — 
reference to Haiti and Santo Domingo and the 
question of Panama tolls were among the other . 
questions discussed. 

Among the important Shoda? of the Com- 
mission were the following: 


RESOLVED: That the officers of the Com- 
mission be authorized: (1) To request the 
Constituent Bodies of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America to form 
active departments or Committees on Inter- 


» 


national Justice and Goodwill for cooperation 
with this Commission in order to promote an 
ffective, nation-wide, educational program 
among the Churches on the embodiment of 
Christian ideals in the international policies of 
the United States. 


(2) To issue the following letter to all 
pastors, to be sent by the Church Peace Union 
_with similar communications from the National 
Catholic Welfare Council and the two National 
Jewish Organizations of Rabbis: 


. 
’ 


% 


“To the Pastors of the Churches of Christ in 
America: 


“The Federal Council, with the cooperation 
of its constituent bodies, memoralized the 
President to call the Conference on Limita- 
_tion of Armament. The churches rendered 

notable service in creating a spirit and atmos- 
_ phere which were undoubtedly of real signifi- 
cance. They are now called upon to consider, 
and if they approve, to support, the proposals 
of the Conference. There is a confident feel- 
ing that this begins a new era, with a new 
spirit and method in international relations. 
It, therefore, has far-reaching significance be- 
yond the immediate results. The proposals of 
the Conference, however, are ape matters now 
before us. 


- “While the churches are not Mconcsmea with 
questions of political procedure it would seem 
that the proposals now before our nation clear- 
ly embody the important moral principles on 
the basis of which the churches urged the 
President to bring these nations together. If 
this be true, the duty and opportunity of the 

churches seem clear in urging the senate to 
tatify the treaties heartily and promptly. 

“The ultimate effect of the achievements of 
the Conference does not rest solely upon their 
acceptance by our Congress, but, as with the 
Conference ‘itself, upon the force of public 
opinion, for which our churches have large re- 
sponsibility. The Administrative Committee 
__ and the Commission on International’ Justice 
and Goodwill believe that this may be the real 
beginning of a movement towards a warless 

world in which our nation should find its place 
of moral leadership.” 


(3) That the officers of this Commission be 
instructed to report to President Harding and 
_ Secretary Hughes, at such time as may be 
deemed appropriate, the judgment of this Com- 
_ mission that the United States should be effec- 
tively represented on all existing International 
Commissions and Committees, as others here- 
after established, that deal with humanitarian 
questions such as the Suppression of Traffic in 


FEBRUARY - MaARcH, 


bOZZ 


CuurcH Mass-Merrtine In WASHINGTON 


Under the auspices of the Federal Council 
and the World Alliance for Promoting Inter- 
national Friendship through the Churches, an 
important mass meeting is to be held on Sun- 
day afternoon, March 12, to give expression to 
the conviction of the churches concerning the 
moral importance of the ratification of the 
treaties proposed by the International Confer- 
ence on Limitation of Armament and to con- 
sider the further duties of the churches with 
reference to Christian international relations. 
The chairman of the meeting is to be Bishop 
William F. McDowell, and among the speakers 
are to be Dr. John H. Finley, the Chairman of 
the Federal Council’s Commission on Interna- 
tional Justice and Goodwill, Dr. Henry Noble 
MacCracken, president of Vassar College, and 
Senator Frank B. Willis, of Ohio. A feature 
of special interest is to be the presence of a 
group of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, from Nash- 
ville, Tenn., who will sing several of their now 
famous peace songs. ; 


CuurcHes Suprorr INTERNATIONAL Court 
OF JUSTICE 


At the January meeting of the Administra- 
tive Committee of the Federal Council, action 
was taken giving the most cordial approval to 
the International Court of Justice created by 
the League of Nations and organized at Geneva, 
Switzerland, on January 30. The action taken 
by the Council was as follows: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America sees in the Permanent Court 
of International Justice not only the fruition 
and consummation of many decades of Ameri- 
can discussions, plans and desires for interna- 
tional peace through justice based on law, but 
also the promise of a larger and truer right- 
eousness and justice among the nations, a step 
forward in the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God among men, It believes this Court will 
promote the development of a well-considered 
body of international law and the substitution 
of reason, justice, mutual good-will and uni- 
versal law in place of the crude and savage 
methods of war or threats of war in maintain- 
ing even legitimate and vital national interests. 

“Tt understands, through the careful inquiry 
of its Commission on International Justice and 
Goodwill, that participation in the Court is 
open to any nation mentioned in the Annex to 
the Covenant of the League of Nations. 
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“It is informed that forty-five states have 
already become members and supporters of the 
Court, of which eighteen nations have indi- 
cated their acceptance of the jurisdiction of the 
Court as ‘obligatory in any or all of the four 
legal categories enumerated.’ 

“Moreover, among the members of the Inter- 
national Committee which framed the plan 
creating the Permanent Court of International 
Justice was our own distinguished citizen, Hon. 
Elihu Root, and among the eleven judges 
chosen to constitute the first Court, is another 
distinguished citizen, Dr. John Bassett Moore. 

“Therefore : 

“Resolved: That this Administrative Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America, express- 
ing the repeated action of our 
constituent bodies in behalf 
of this method of settling in- 
ternational disputes, earnestly 
requests President Harding, 
Secretary of State Hughes 
and the Senate to take into 
consideration the importance 
of such action as may be nec-. 
essary to enable the United 
States to become a party to 
and supporter of the Perma- 
nent Court of International 
Justice.” 

In accordance with action 
of the Executive Committee at 
its annual meeting at Chicago 
a letter was sent to the League 
of Nations expressing appre- 
ciation of the creation of the International 
Court of Justice. In response to this letter Sir 
Eric Drummond, secretary of the League of 
Nations, replies: 


BISHOP 


“Such a message from a body so distin- 
guished and so influential as your Council will, 
I know, be very highly appreciated, and will 
greatly encourage all those who have worked 
for the establishment of the Permanent Court 
of International Justice.” 


Tue Haitian Question 


After weeks of careful study, and inquiry 
among church leaders who have been in Haiti, 
the following statement has been sent to the 
Senate Committee of Inquiry into the American 
occupation of Haiti, by a joint committee rep- 
resenting the Federal Council, the Home Mis- 
sions Council, and the Committee on Coopera- 
tion in Latin America: 
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GEORGE 


of the A. M. E. Zion Church. 
in Cooperative Work. 


RR 


1. “We believe that moral and humanitarian 
considerations, rather than purely political and 
financial, should hold the dominant place in the 
determination of our relations to the Republic 
of Haiti and to the Dominican Republic. 

2. “We are deeply concerned because as is 
generally admitted citizens of the United States 
have given occasion for the criticism of Ameri- 
can justice and considerateness in the treat- 
ment of the people of these two countries. 

3. “We desire to state to the Special Com- 
mittee of the Senate that we believe the Chris- 
tians of America are watching the attitude of 
.our Government towards those Republics with 
deep concern, feeling that the fair name of 
America, her high traditions and her treatment 
of neighbors are involved. 

4. “We wish to assure your 
Committee that we are con- 
vinced the great body of 


port it in the proposals to 
recommend a constructive and 
conciliatory programme to 
establish justice and goodwill 
as the pre-eminent factors in 
our treatment of the peoples 
of Haiti and Santo Domingo. 

5. “We strongly urge in 
regard to Haiti: 

(a) That effective steps 
be taken at once by 
our Government to 
insure that the rela- 
tion between Haiti 
and this country be 

based upon the free consent of a prop- 
erly constituted Government of the 
smaller nation, and upon an agree- 
ment which defines what the stronger 
nation may and may not do toward 
giving needed help in et their 
Government. 

That our American Government enter 
upon such administrative measures 
as will lead to the strengthening of 
finances, the improvement of sanita- 
tion, public health and public works, 
the promotion of education and the 
development of the people and their 
Government. 

That complete administrative inde- 
pendence be re-established to them 
just as.soon as possible. 

And that this general policy be im- 
mediately avowed.” 


C. CLEMENT 


A Leader 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 


American Christians will sup-. 


ae 
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Churches Plan Mission to Russian People 


HE appeal of the churches for aid for the suffe1ers from the Russian Famine 
has met with such success that the American Relief Administration has 
asked the Federal Council to send a representative, or representatives, of 


the American Churches to Russia. 


The purpose of this mission will be to cooper- 


ate with the American Relief Administration on the field and to enter into sympa- 
thetic contacts with representative leaders of the people and, more particularly, of 


the Russian Churches. 


The Administrative Committee of the 


Federal Council has authorized the 


sending of such a mission and is in conference with representative leaders in the 
Churches with a view to designating two or three outstanding churchmen to go to 


Russia in the near future. 


The importance of the undertaking, coupled with the 


- necessity for complete understanding with governmental authorities, requires so 
much conference and careful consideration that it is not possible at the moment 
when the BULLETIN goes to press to make an announcement as to the personnel 


of the mission. 


It is safe to say, however, that the mission will be composed of Christian leaders 


in whom all the Churches have the fullest confidence. 


Their going should mean 


much not only in furthering the present work of relief, but also in furnishing points 
of neighborly contact between the two peoples in the future. 


New Aprprat or THE CoUNCIL 


The increasing need for relief for the Rus- 
sian people has led to the issuing of a second 


SHOWING THE LACK OF HOSPITAL SUPPLIES 


call for funds, particularly for securing medical 
supplies and clothing. The appropriation made 
by Congress is designated specifically for food 
and seed grain, so that it leaves untouched the 
great problem of securing medical equipment 
with which to combat the growing pestilence 
and disease. The latest cables received by the 

_ American Relief Administration say: 

_ “Contagious diseases raging; spreading 

; rapidly. Typhus approachinz worst stages; 


cholera widespread appalling lack of 
medicines, medical equipment, clothing. These 
statements made after thorough investigation.” 


“Long lines of parents stand all night in 
frightful cold with weakened children, pray- 
ing that medical staff may find their children 
famished enough to secure admission to 
kitchens.” 


Special appeal is made for individual contri- 


butions because they have a significance which 
. oS 


no official action of the Government can have. 
Governmental action from the very nature of 
the case cannot convey the same sense of per- 
sonal friendship and good-will as spontaneous 


' gifts prompted by the sacrificial spirit in 


millions of individuals. It is a question not only 
of saving life but of letting the Russian people 
know the sympathy of Christians in America. 


At the present time the contributions received 
by Hon. Carl E. Milliken, the Treasurer of the 
Federal Council’s Famine Fund, are about 
$100,000, in addition to large amounts also re- 
ceived directly from the churches and the Sun- 
day schools by the American Relief Administra- 
tion and the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee. As typical of the spirit in which many 
are giving may be quoted the letter from a poor 
minister : 
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“Inclosed I send you out of my poverty_by 
check a personal gift of five dollars ($5) for 
which to buy some medicine for the famine 
stricken Russians. I am only a retired min- 
ister with a very modest income, but as a 
Christian I feel compelled to live as economi- 
cally as possible for myself to be able to spend 
so much for others that are poorer than 
myself.” 


Every church which has not yet made a con- 
tribution to the cause of saving the Russian 
people is urged to do so as soon as possible. 
The significance of such giving will be all the 
greater now that the giving is to be supple- 
mented by the personal help of the representa- 
tives of the church who are to go to Russia. 


CoNFUSION as TO RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS 


The reports in the daily press that several 
of the organizations engaged in raising funds 
for Russian Relief are closely related to the 
activities of the Soviet Government, and the 
resulting misgivings in the minds of many peo- 
ple as to whether contributions for the Russian 
Famine might indirectly assist political propa- 
ganda, led the Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches at its last meeting 
to call special attention to the existing situa- 
tion. 


The action of the Federal Council was as 
follows: 


“In view of the confusion and misunderstand- 
ing created in the public mind by the various 
appeals now being made for the relief of the 
sufferers from the Russian famine, the Admin- 
istrative Committee of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America desires to 
make it entirely clear that the appeal of the 
Federal Council for the relief of the Russian 
children was made, and is being carried on in 
the closest cooperation with the American Re- 
lief Administration, Herbert Hoover, Director. 


“All funds contributed to the Federal Council 
are transmitted to the American Relief Admin- 
istration, with the exception of a certain pro- 
portion which is turned over to the American 
Friends Service Committee (Quakers) accord- 
ing to a definite understanding with Mr. 
Hoover. 


“The Federal Council’s Committee consti- 
tutes, therefore, a channel through which the 
people of America can give to the relief of 
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sufferers in Russia in the absolute confidence 
that all funds are being used for purposes of 
relief only, without any political implications 
of any kind.” 


The need for his action is indicated by the 
fact that several churches had not understood 
the character of some of the relief organizations. 
One of the leading churches in New York City 
had unwittingly circulated among its members j 
the appeal of an organization which was dis- — 
tinctly communist in its sympathies. The — 
Federal Council has thought it important, there- — 
fore, to remind pastors throughout the country . 
that they can protect themselves from being 


EEE ee 


misled by using the Federal Council as a bureau 
of information on the whole question of inter- 
national relief. 


In calling attention to the need for discrimi- — 
nation among the agencies for Russian relief, 
Mr. Hoover laid special emphasis upon the 
Church organization as the best voluntary . 
agencies in the field. He said, as quoted 1 in the — 
daily press: 


“Russia is in great need. Every church in 
America is a soliciting agency to save her from 
These religious organizations are 
The Quakers, 


starvation. 


American. They are efficient. 


FLOUR MADE FROM THESE BRANCHES IS THE ONLY 
FOOD FOR MILLIONS 


Jews, Catholics, Lutherans, Mennonites, South-— 
ern Baptists and all the other Protestant 
Churches comprised in the Federal Council of — 
the Churches of Christ in America are dili- 
gently working in the field, doing heroic work 
to prevent great suffering. 


“They offer ample opportunity for giving. 
They all co-ordinate with our Government dis- 
tribution agencies. They should be supported 
by every one who has satisfied his cbligntaea 
to the home charities.” a ee 
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Will America Commute the Death Sentence? 


By Cuaries V. Vickrey, General Secretary, Near Kast Relief 


: NE of the greatest tragedies since the 
d World War was enacted in New York 
City last week. All the train wrecks, 
_ shipwrecks, murders and suicides of the year, 
~ do not involve as many lives, as much sorrow, 
or as great injustice as was wrapped up in 
_ this one act. 

; Thousands of mnocent little children were 
. condemned to die within the next ninety days. 
B The Committee or Jury that pronounced the 
_ death sentence was 
composed of big- 
hearted, warm- 
hearted, judicious 
men — themselves 
Seetathers of little 
: children—but they 
_ have no alterna- 
. tive. Circumstan- 
ces beyond their 
control forced 
from them the 
death sentence 
upon children as 
entitled to life and 
_ happiness as the 
children in their 
- own homes. 
Seventy pages 


ae OS 
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(The BuLteTIN welcomes this article as the Council commends equally the Near Hast 
and the Russia appeals. 


Editor.) 


or make at least a 50 per cent increase to 
meet these war and famine emergencies. 

But the Committee faced also the treasury 
with its decreasing receipts and depleted bal- 
ances. ‘They were forced to vote, not an in- 
crease, but a 25 per cent cut in the already 
inadequate appropriations. This literally 
means death to thousands upon thousands of 
innocent children. Death just as certainly as 
if those thousands of children were lined up 


1 


: 
a 
of cablegrams and 
reports from all 
_ sections of the : 
Near East lay before the Committee. 
_ lowing are but a few typical excerpts: 
4 _ “Hunger spreading over new areas.” 
“Death from starvation increasing.” 
“Never in most harrowing conditions of 
_ relief work have seen such suffering and 
tragedy.” 
“Next two months most critical. 
appalling unless additional funds available.” 
4 “Children dying in all corners of Erivan.” 


The fol- 


Death rate 


“Emergency on account refugees demands 
immediate action; thousands camped by road- 
side.” 

“Widow refugees begging us to save their 
children.” 
Every mandate of humanity called upon this 
- Committee (the Executive Committee of Near 
East Relief) to double existing appropriations 
TS 


| 
. 
4 
. 
3 
. 


FEEDING THE HUNGRY OUTSIDE. THE ORPHANAGE BY CUTTING DOWN THE 
RATIONS INSIDE 


along the avenue and shot down with machine 
guns! 

The Committee is determined to save, and 
will save, the children already received into the 
orphanages and under American protection, 
though at present the resources are not in 
sight. There are approximately a hundred 
thousand of them. These we have invited to 
our table, and we will not drive them away to 
die. 

But -there are at least another hundred 
thousand orphaned children who eagerly wait 
to seize the crumbs that fall from our table. 
Many of them are now dying in spite of all we 
can do. 

Will America commute the death sentence for 
the children? Five dollars a month saves the 


life of an orphaned child. 
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The Important Achievements of the Conference. 


HE real achievements of the Washington Conference go far beyond the 


treaties agreed to and the details of the plans laid out. 


These achievements 


are manifestations of great principles revealing themselves to humanity, the 
expression of a new spirit and a new ideal, and the embodiment in outward expression 


of far-reaching implications. 


1. For the first time in history great and 
powerful rival nations have actually consented 
to reduce vast and expensive armaments already 
existing or in process of construction. Hither- 
to, vanquished nations have been disarmed by 
force. Never have uncon- 
quered, still powerful na- 
tions voluntarily reduced ‘ 
their armaments by agree- I 


. paredness. 

ments in conference. 
2. The value of the 
method of conference as 


a substitute for war for 
settling international diffi- 
culties has been given 
striking illustration. A 
wonderful precedent has 
been set. The Washington 
Conference might be called 
a Peace Conference before 
war instead of after war— 
as the custom of the nations has been hitherto. 

3. An unprecedentedly wide education of the 
nations in internationalism and for permanent 
peace has taken place, an education of incal- 
culable value. The extreme importance of 
maintaining right relations with other nations 
has been brought home to our people as never 
before, and also the great dangers in interna- 
tional misunderstandings. 

4. The power of public opinion has been re- 
vealed in a new and encouraging way. Mil- 
lions have learned how to cooperate in shaping 
national policy. 

5. A new attitude toward China and more 
correct relations with her have been initiated. 
Justice and opportunity for her is in process 
now of achievement, if she can do her part. 
The new policy provides for international co- 
operation in the development of China in place 
of separate national aggressions and de- 
structive rivalries. A new attitude of the 
popular mind toward Japan and her prob- 
lems has been produced. The prophecies of 
war so general less than a year ago have quietly 
vanished—like the poisonous miasma of the 
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ONCE believed in armed pre- 
I advocated 

But I have come to believe 
there is a better preparedness in 
a public mind and a world opinion 


made ready to grant justice pre- 
cisely as it exacts it. And justice 
is better served in conferences of 
peace than in conflicts at arms.” 


—President Harding, Feb. 6, 1922. 


in the Pacific and the Far East. 


swamps and bogs before the rising sun and a 


fresh north wind. What a change has taken 
place! And what a relief of tension. 


6. A more successful, less costly and more 
noble method of “preparedness” has been dis- 
covered by many noble 
men who until recently 
could see no way by which 
to assure national security 
and honor other than by 
vast and costly military 
preparations. 


it. 


7. International public 
opinion has been mani- 
fested in condemnation of 
military pressure and of 
military methods as legiti- 
mate ways by which to se- 
cure special national in- 
terests. Internal good 
faith and mutual confi-_ 
dence have been recognized as vital factors of 
permanent world peace. 


7. ‘The principle is now recognized by many 
nations that their own highest welfare can be 
best secured through. cooperation with other 
nations on a peace basis rather than through 
opposition on a war basis. 

The Conference did not solve all the problems 
Nor did it 
accomplish much for the more immediately 
pressing problems of Europe. But their enu- 
meration is not necessary, for the Conference is 
to be judged by its accomplishments, not by the 
tasks which remain. 

The real greatness of the achievements will 
be clearer to us five years hence or ten, than 
they can be now. But even now, how substan- 
tial the achievements were can in a measure be 
realized when we look at the extraordinary 
difficulties that had to be and were in fact so 
largely overcome. The character of the results 
already achieved give hope that other steps may 
soon be taken by the nations in the direction of 
a warless world. »S. dae 
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What the Churches Can Do Now 


FTER careful study of the proposals made by the International Conference on 
the Limitation of Armament, the Federal’s Council’s Commission on Interna- 
tional Justice and Goodwill is convinced that, as first steps toward interna- 

tional cooperation in the maintenance of peace, they should be heartily adopted. 


The Churches are therefore urged: 


In Regard to Ratifying the Treaties 


1. To start an immediate movement in each 
locality for prompt and intelligent discussion 
of the treaties now before the Senate as prac- 
tical steps in establishing the Kingdom of God 
in international relations. 


2. To promote the study 
of the treaties and their 


“WNTERNATIONAL affairs are 


ration of International Ideals and Policy Look- 
ing toward a Warless World.” 


6. To organize in each of the larger cities 
a Committee on International Justice and 
Goodwill, representing all the churches, for 
vigorous and continuous 
cooperation in a long and 
arduous campaign for an 


moral significance in vari- as much the business of every international world-order 
ous groups in all our Chie ee nationalmiatraine: that is Christian in prin- 
churches. The true citizen today is a ciple. 

3. To arrange that citizen of the world and his first G:32o- urge: “each: .de- 


large numbers of petitions 
and personal letters shall 
go at once to Senators, 
expressing the conclusions _ 
reached in regard to the 
ratification of the treaties. 


When the Treaties Are 
Ratified 


1. To give special thanks to God in public 
prayer on the first Sunday following the rati- 
fication, and to make mention in sermons of 
the new epoch on which the world is starting. 


2. To secure action by town or city authori- 
ties to designate as a special day of celebration 
the first Saturday after the Senate ratifies the 
Treaties. On that day on all public buildings 
and on every home let the American flag be 
flown as a symbol of the joy of the people. Let 
us celebrate the first major Victory of the War 
against War. 


3. To emphasize frequently in the services 
connected with national holidays and on other 
special occasions the Christian belief in the 
practicability of a Warless World. Christians 
should earnestly strive for still further sweep- 
ing reduction of armament by all the nations 
as an imperative step toward the ultimate goal. 


5. To promote the careful study of the 
Federal Council’s pamphlets on international 
relations, on a Warless World and its “Decla- 


loyalty is to mankind. Patriot- 
ism comes as a second loyalty 
to be checked, disciplined and 
determined by the first and 
greater loyalty.’ 


—Rt. Rev. Charles L. Brent. 


nomination to establish its 
own committee or depart- 
ment on International Jus- 
tice and Goodwill. This 
campaign to end war, to 
establish God’s Kingdom 
in the international life of 
the world, can only be won 
when the Churches as 
Churches make it central and vital in their 
Church programs. Should they not be as 
earnest and active for a Warless World as they 
were to win victory in the great war? 


7. To keep in touch with the Commission on 
International Justice and Goodwill of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America in order that the many regiments and 
armies of the church may keep step and may 
march together in their war to end war. 


8. To bring the sanctions of religious enthu- 
siasm and of moral idealism to the support of 
world cooperation for world-justice, world- 
liberty and world-peace. The victories of 
peace should be celebrated and glorified no 
less than those of war. The halo of popular 
acclaim should be accorded to heroes who win 
justice and peace for mankind. Parades, 
banners, floats and every device for arousing 
popular patriotic enthusiasm, which have been 
so effectively used in support of war, should 
now be brought into the service of the war 
against war. 
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Are Industrial Questions the Business of the Church?: 


Shall the Churches undertake to deal with industrial questions? Hardly a month 
passes when this issue, in some form, is not forced upon our attention. 


By those who answer in the negative, three reasons are commonly given. 


1. “Let the Church stick to its real. busimess, 
saving individual souls.” But what are souls? 
They are persons, not abstract entities existing 
apart from all social surroundings and rela- 
tionships. To save souls is to save the char- 
acter, the personality, of men and women. It 
must involve, therefore, taking a vital interest 
in everything that affects human character. 
And where is character more made or marred 
than in the processes of one’s daily work? It 
is there that most men spend the greater part 
of their working hours. The conditions under 
which they toil, the influences that beat upon 
them in the mine or factory, and the relation- 
ships which they there sustain to their fellows, 
are the factors which, for good or ill, will 
largely make them what they become. If, then, 
we are really to save men, it is fatal to neglect 
the industrial realm. It is as if a physician 
were to try to cure a tubercular patient, with- 
out placing him in the climate where he would 
have the most favorable chance. 

2. “The Church should teach lofty spiritual 
principles,” a second critic insists, “instead of 
coming down into the arena of industrial con- 
flict.” But how are spiritual principles to be 
taught? Can they really be inculeated without 
showing concretely what they involve for our 
daily living? One is reminded of the minister 
who, preaching upon the text “Thou shalt not 
steal,” met with no difficulty until he illus- 
trated his theme by saying, “Thou shalt not 


steal from the government by omitting certain 


items in your income tax report.” Whereupon 
one of his members complained that the preacher 
“ought to stick to general principles.” But if 
he had not made clear what honesty meant when 
applied to an issue which his people were actu- 
ally facing he would not have really taught 
what honesty meant at all. 

So also with any of our great Christian ideals. 
One teaches purity only when he shows what it 
means in the home. He teaches brotherhood 
only when he suggests what it means in the rela- 
tions between Negroes and whites, Americans 
and Germans, employers and emiployees. Not 
to apply the Christian doctrine of brotherhood 
to industry is to let people go on supposing that 
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here is an area in which it does not need to be 
applied. It is to leave the way open for the 
naive opinion expressed by a certain editor who, 
in criticising one of our social service leaders, 
wrote that he had “intimated that the cardinal 
principles set down in the Sermon on the Mount 
should be injected by the church into industrial 
relations.” If they do not apply there, cer- 
tainly we cannot. claim universality for our 
religion. 


3. “The Church ts not competent to discuss 
industrial questions,” objects a third. Unfor- 
tunately there is much truth in this criticism. 
Altogether too many ministers and leaders in the 
Church are unacquainted with the existing situ- 
ation in the industrial and economic realm. And 
if a minister actually knows nothing about it 
he had, indeed, better leave it alone. But that 
is not a real reason for his keeping away from 
these questions—it is a challenge for him to 
become familiar with the field in order that 
he may have a right to speak. 

Nor is this so difficult as some wrinald have 
us suppose. In the technical side of production, 
of course, he is not called upon to be versed. 
That is the province of engineers and managers 
and mechanics. But every industrial question 
has also a side in which human values are con- 
cerned, in which the development of the per- 
sonalities of men and women is at stake. That 
side may anyone ignore who seeks to be a 
minister of Him who came “that they might 
have life and have it more abundantly.” To 
confess oneself incompetent in this field is to 
confess himself an incompetent minister of 
religion. It is to admit that he has not given 
the time and thought and energy necessary to 


gain a knowledge indispensable to the proper — 


fulfillment of his task. 
When one turns from such objections to 
consider the positive side of the relation of the 


Church to contemporary industrial and social | 


life, there are three simple, but fundamental, 
principles on which the Churches ought now to 
be ready to agree and which are necessary pre- 
liminaries to whatever else they may say and 
do. 


EE a ee 


In the first place, and most impoeaee of 4 


all, the Church must be free. There must be 
no narfow zone of agreement within which it 
must confine its thinking and its utterance. 
Unless it is to seek the truth and to be at liberty 
to declare the truth as it sees it, in whatever 
realm of life, its moral authority is gone. If 
it were so rigidly identified with the existing 
order as to be unable to pass honest judgment 
upon the most impor tant phases of the world’s 
life, it would forfeit utterly any right to speak 
of the Holy Spirit as at work in the Church. 
__ The Church cannot long command respect from 
the public, or maintain its own self-respect, if 
it gives ground for the suspicion that it can 
be muzzled by criticism or by the power of the 
pocketbook. That is why the ‘ill-considered 
attempt of certain groups to bring economic 
pressure to bear upon the Young Women’s 
— Christian Association and the Federal Council, 
as a means of making these organizations 
refrain from discussing conditions in the indus- 
' trial world, was an issue of vastly greater im- 
portance than has been fully realized. For 
where the spirit of the Lord is, there is lberty, 
and where there is not liberty there can be but 
little of the spirit of the Lord. 


In the second place, the Church has not only 
the right but the duty to hold all our economic 
and industrial and social arrangements up to 
the light of the Christian idegl and to test the 
existing practices by that standard. A divorce 
between Christian and economics we cannot 
| admit. To deny the authority of Christ when 
we come to the factory gate or the banking 
house would be a modern form of infidelity more 
subtle and dangerous than that of Colonel 
Ingersoll. The story was told during war- 
time of a certain Anglican bishop who had 
_ become an officer in the army and who one day 
on the battlefield was reproved for swearing. 
“But,” he explained, “I swore in my capacity 
as officer, not as bishop.” “My Lord,” came 
the reply, ‘‘when the devil has the officer, what 
becomes of the bishop?” Equally well may we 
inquire, if selfish materialism is to guide us in 
the economic field, what will at last become of 
our Christianity? 
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The Church, however, cannot really bring the 
Christian principles to bear upon the industrial 
world unless it knows what kind of a world 
it is. And the knowledge which is needed is 
more than a vague impression of conditions in 
general. We have too long been inclined to 
suppose that goodwill is sufficient. The con- 
science needs guidance on concrete problems 
quite as much as it needs inspiration. In the 
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words of the Reconstruction Program. of the 
British Labor Party: ‘Goodwill without 
knowledge is warmth without light.” 

The Church must then, in the third place, 
assume the responsibility of developing agencies 
of careful study and research through which it 
can secure the knowledge essential to an intelli- 
gent application of our Christian principles to 
specific problems that are daily arising im the 
industrial and economic field. And, as a matter 
of fact, there are many signs that the Church 
is awakening to a far deeper realization of this — 
need for thorough-going study both of what 
Christianity means for our social life and of 
inquiry into the conditions which now prevail. 
Of those signs, one of the most significant has 
been the development of the Research Depart- 
ment of the Federal Council’s Commission on 
the Church:and Social Service, with the active 
cooperation of the social service agencies of the 
several denominations. 

While the Church must be a free critic of 
things as they are, whenever they are not in 
accord with the standards of Christ, its supreme 
contribution must always be on the positive side. 
If it were to play the role of critic only it would 
justly lay itself open to the reproach leveled by 
Stevenson against the fog horn—that while it 
announces the existence. of a fog, it does noth- 
ing to dispel it. The Church, however, in its 
Gospel has the light, and the only light that 
can dispel the mists of our present industrial 
discord. For it is the herald of a new way of 
life, both for the individual and for society, 
revealed in Jesus Christ. It inspires men with 
faith that the world is so in the hands of God 
that this way of love will really work, and 
summons them to personal discipleship to Him 
who in His own life revealed the divine ideal 
for humanity. 

This call to personal discipleship must always 
remain at the foundation of all that the Church 
is to do to secure a better social order upon 
the earth. The City of God will never be built 
except by redeemed and purified lives. To lead 
men to follow Christ as the Divine Lord and 
Master of human life, this is the first, indeed 
the only, business of the Church. But it must 
be a discipleship that covers not parts of life 
but all of it—even the confused realm of in- 
dustrial and economic affairs. For, as has been 
discerningly said, if Christ is the Light of the 
World, then He isthe light of the industrial 
world, and if He is not the light of the indus- 
trial world, then He is not the Light of the 
World at all. S uMigi Gs 
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Churches Cooperate in Community Programs 


CuristrAN Uniry 1x Rurat CoMMUNITIES 


ITH two and one-half years of success- 
ful accomplishment behind it, the Ohio 
Federation of Churches this year is en- 

gaged in a comprehensive program of coopera- 

tive church work, designed to conserve the re- 
sults of the Ohio town and country survey. 


Completion of the field work in the survey 
after two years’ work is regarded as the out- 
standing accomplishment of the Federation to 
cate. Conferences on future program, as a 
follow-up to the survey, have already been held 
in 70 counties, and the remaining 19 counties 
will have had such meetings before the end of 
May. As a result a number of county church 
federations have been organized and others are 
in the preliminary stages of organization. Defi- 
nite accomplishment in the supplying of pas- 
toral leadership to hitherto pastorless com- 
munities is ‘reported from some _ counties. 
Tabulation of findings for all the 88 counties 
has been finished, and compilation of a state- 
wide report, promised for publication in the 
early fall, is under way. 


In addition to survey activities, the Ohio 
Federation has conducted three annual state 
pastors’ conventions, three state conferences of 
denominational leaders to formulate principles 
of comity in local communities and a two weeks’ 
ssummer school for rural pastors, which will be 
repeated this year. It has also promoted co- 
operative evangelistic work and has secured 
widespread publicity for religious causes in 
both the church and the secular press. A not- 
able feature of the evangelistic program is the 
demonstration work now in progress in Dela- 
ware County, in which the county federation 
and the Ohio Wesleyan University are cooperat- 
ing with the Ohio State Federation to produce 
a concrete piece of work which will serve other 
counties as a model of methods to be followed. 


Onto Pastors’ CoNFERENCE 


Four hundred Ohio ministers of fifteen de-_ 


nominations gathered at Columbus the week of 
January 22 in the four days’ session of the 
Third Annual Pastors’ Convention, held under 


the auspices of The Ohio Federation of 
Churches. They heard addresses on various 
[16] 


phases of church activity by a group of speak- 
ers among whom were many of national promi- 
nence and discussed problems of interdenomi- 
national cooperation. They went home with a 
more sympathetic understanding of one an- 
other’s views and better equipped for efficient 
performance of their pastoral functions. 


Kvangelism, religious education, interdenomi- 
national cooperation, federation progress and 
social aspects of the gospel were among the 
general topics covered by the program. Meth- - 
ods of redistributing the forces of the church 
in Ohio to promote effectiveness were discussed 
in the light of survey findings in the state. Ap- 
proval was given to a state federation program 
providing for country programizing confer- 
ences in 80 counties this spring, for a repetition 
of the annual summer school for town and coun- 
try pastors at Ohio State University in July, 
for interdenominational evangelistic activities 
this year and for county mass meetings of 
church workers throughout the state next fall. 


Unirep Lenten Procrams, EvaNGELISTIC 
AND DEVOTIONAL 


Most of the strongly organized councils of 
churches have matured plans for the culmina- 
tion of the special evangelistic program during 
Lent, with special emphasis on a period of in- 
gathering just preceding Easter. On another 
page the preliminary conferences in various 
cities are described. 


In Cincinnati over 4,000 outlines for the 
study of Mark were distributed, this campaign 
for Bible study being followed by a series of 
neighborhood prayer meetings considering the 
same themes. 


The five churches of North Adams, Mass., 
Baptist, Congregational, St. John’s Episcopal, 
Methodist Episcopal and Universalist, are unit- 
ing in a “Lenten Mission.” On the opening 
Sunday, March 5th, all the churches will ob- 
serve holy communion in the morning with the 
same sermon theme, “The Christian’s Mission” 
with a union evening service in St. John’s Epis- 
copal, the Methodist pastor preaching. The 
topics in all the churches for the following Sun- 
days (morning and evening), including Easter, 
will be the same, with union services again on 


and the Church. 
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March 26th and during the entire three weeks 
following, the pastors preaching in turn. Dur- 
ing the three weeks preceding, the midweek de- 
votional meetings of all the churches will have 
the same topics, and community prayer meet- 
ings will be held on Tuesday evenings. 


For Brerrer Reticious Epucatrion 


The work of the Community Week-Day Bible 
Schools carried on under the supervision of the 
Toledo Interchurch Federation has attracted 
wide-spread attention in other cities, both on 
the part of public school officials and ministers. 


In Toledo there are fifty teachers in charge of 


eighty-eight classes, with an enrollment of 2,600 
students in the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grades. 
The Passaic Federation of Churches has 


launched a School of Religion, continuing for 


ten successive Friday evenings, to train leaders 
for more efficient work in the Sunday School 
In Rochester the School of 
Religious Education has had a total enrollment 


of 150 this winter. - 


For Berrer Moran Conpirions 


The need for united action of the churches 
in order to make Christian sentiment effective 
in suppression of vice and enforcement of the 
law is one of the strong reasons for organized 
federation. The Newark (N. J.) Federation, 


through its Social Service Commission, is com- 
ing to grips with this problem, appointing a 
strong law enforcement committee made up of 
representatives of the various churches. 

In Toledo (O.) a committee representing the 
churches of the city, organized by the Inter- 


church Federation, has held personal confer- 
ences with the Mayor and been assured of his 
personal interest in securing a cleaner city. 


In Norfolk, Va., the pool and billiard room 
owners’ association carried on a campaign to. 
secure a revision of municipal ordinances so as 
to permit minors, if over eighteen, to frequent 
these places. The Church Federation laid the 
matter before every pastor, Sunday school and 
Bible class in the city, with the result that when 
the matter came up for action the proposed’ 
ordinance was unanimously defeated. A pastor 
who had hitherto not been interested in the 
Federation, said: 

“Tt is worth a great deal in a city like this to 
have somebody on the watch for things of this. 
kind and.ready to send out a warning.” 


Savine tHE YoutTH 


A prominent church worker, with wide experi- 
ence in work among juveniles, in January began 
her work as juvenile welfare worker on the staff 
of the Dayton Council of Churches. She ‘will 
work in connection with the juvenile court, the 
police women and the bureau of crime preven- 
tion. ‘The arrangement is that the women’s 
missionary societies will provide the salary, and 
the council of Churches will cover the other ex- 
penses of the work, and provide the direction 
and supervision. Similar plans are being car- 
ried on by other local councils. 


“A CHURCH FOR THE HomMELESS”’ 


The common people—even the homeless and 
unemployed—hear Him gladly daily at noon 


A FEW OF THE 400 PASTORS AT THE OHIO STATE CONFERENCE 
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in the Standard Theatre at services arranged 
by the St. Louis Federation, many churches co- 
operating heartily in furnishing music and 
speakers. A tailor is mending clothes without 
charge; a barber is plying his trade without 
price for the benefit of the needy. 


Srcurinc THE Hetr or tHE Movirs 


In connection with the simultaneous evan- 
gelistic campaign in Pittsburgh last year the 
Council of Churches “prepared stereopticon 
slides, each carrying a brief gospel message and 
an announcement of the services, and secured 
their display in many of the moving picture 
houses. It is estimated that at least 200,000 
saw these messages. Similar messages were dis- 
played on bill-boards throughout the city and 
the cooperation of the newspapers was secured 
in publishing short sermons by leading ministers. 


Wuat a Strate FEDERATION Is Domne 


The Connecticut Federation of Churches is 
assuming responsibility for the rural life sec- 
tion in the program of the Summer School of 
the State Sunday School Association, and is 
also cooperating in the summer conference for 
pastors and rural workers to be held at the 
State Agricultural College. Other important 
lines of service have to do with providing big 
brothers and sisters for the newly established 
juvenile courts, with law enforcement and with 
week-day religious education. 


Ten YrAars oF CoorreratTiIvE Work 


On January 23rd a meeting was held in 
Kings Chapel, Boston, to recognize the tenth 
anniversary of the Service of Rev. Charles F. 
Rice, as President of the Massachusetts Feder- 
ation. E 


DR. TSUNASHIMA RETURNS 


On February 10th, Rev. Kakachi Tsunashima, 
delegate from the Federation of Churches of 
Japan, addressed the Administrative Committee 
of the Federal Council in terms of warm appre- 
ciation of the results of the Conference at Wash- 
ington, where he had been in constant confer- 
ence with delegates from Japan. He has since 
returned home. 

Dr. Tsunashima has spoken in a considerable 
number of churches, interpreting the Christian 
Movement in Japan and its national signifi- 
cance, : 
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IN THE INTEREST OF WORLD 
FRIENDSHIP 


Mr. Fred B. Smith, Chairman of the Federal 
Council’s Commission on Councils of Churches, 
writes, in his “tour of world friendship” he has 
reached India, whence he will go to Egypt. 
Since the date of sailing from this country in 
November he had already on January 15th 
spoken eighty-four times to 81,000 people. 

From “Canton, China, Mr. Smith wrote on 
January 15th: 

“T am.sure that never at any time in all my 
years have I been the messenger of what seems 
to this nation such ‘Good News’ as in declaring 
that the United Christian Churches of the 
World, in the Name of Jesus Christ, believe War 
can be abolished and universal peace established. 
It is like bringing cheer to a man in utter de- 
spair. If China were the only nation on earth 
which needed peace, and if this was the only 


spot to suffer by more war, every Christian 
Church and Christian Organization ought to — 


rally to the World Peace Movement to give this 
4,000,000 population a chance to get on its 
feet and live as God meant it to live. 

“The hope in the scene is the missionary, the 


‘growing self-sustaining Christian Church, the 


Young Men’s Christian Association, the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, the school and 
the hospital. The leaven is at work and is 
producing the result if it can only be given a 
fair chance. 

“T am grateful to God beyond any hour of 
life for this opportunity and for all who have 
helped to make it possible and am keen_to do 
my full share in helping America, that blessed 
country, to be truly Christian. Every hour 
makes our Federal Council seem God’s gift to 
the American Churches.” 


Dr. Srprer on Home STRETCH 


Since the appearance of the last issue of the 
Buuietin, Dr. Robert E. Speer, who has been 
in the Orient in behalf of the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions, has arrived in 
Persia, where he is staying for several “weeks. 


If the route through the Caucasus is open, it is_ 


expected that he will be back in America early 


im May. . 
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‘Helping the Churches to Meet Their Social Duty . 


HE Department of Community Relations — 

7 of the Commission on the Church and 
Social Service is now collecting and 
classifying information with regard to the 
organization-work and community, buildings of 
outstanding churches in various types of com- 
munities. This information is being made avyail- 

_ able to Secretaries for Social Service, denomi- 


national officials, especially those in Boards of' 


Home Missions, areal officials of the denomina- 
tions and individual pastors. 


As it has become known that this informa- 
tion is available, the Department has been 
swamped with inquiries. The pastors want to 
know the programs of churches like their own. 
Information is desired about parish houses and 
modern buildings. A request from one denomi- 
nation is for information with regard to the 
experience of other churches in social dancing 
in parish houses. ‘The Northern and Southern 
Methodist Boards of Home Missions have de- 
_ sired copies of the programs of main types of 
churches of all denominations. 


_Inpustrisan CoNFERENCES IN THE SOUTH 


Industrial conferences in Dallas, Ft. Worth 
and Houston, were held during the week of 
January 22nd under the leadership of Dr. 
Tippy and Mr. W. G. Coleman, President of the 
Coleman Light Co., of Wichita, Kansas. Mr. 
Coleman’s cooperation was both generous and 
extremely effective. At a luncheon meeting of 
business men and social workers, Dr. Tippy also 
addressed the Civic Forum, the Central Labor 
Union, and gave two addresses before the 
Methodist University. He was also asked by 
the Mayor in toa special conference on unem- 
‘ployment, and addressed the Diocesan Conven- 
tion of the Episcopal Church, then in session, 
through the courtesy of Bishop Moore. As a 
result of the Dallas meetings a group of twenty- 
four pastors was formed, who will study in- 
dustry together at first hand. 


At Fort Worth, Mr. Coleman and Dr. Tippy 
addressed the pastors and a large meeting of 
striking packing house employees on the north 
side. This was Mr. Coleman’s first experience 
at such a meeting, and his reception as an 
employer was most encouraging. Mr. Coleman 

also addressed a group of business men, and 
_ Dr. Tippy conferred with representatives of the 


Methodist Episcopal Church, South, on the in- 
terior arrangements of the new community 
church building and the organization of its 
work. _At Houston a meeting was held with the 
pastors, who were convened by Bishop Clinton 
S. Quinn of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Revort on WaceEs Finns Nationat IncomME 
INADEQUATE 


The Research Department of the Commission 
on the Church and Social Service has just issued 
a bulletin entitled “The Wage Question,” the 
first of a series of publications to be issued by 
the Department dealing with economic and in- 
dustrial problems. The document discusses 
present wage levels, which, for the country as 
a whole, it declares to be below a reasonable 
living standard; maintains that the current 
view of wages as necessarily fixed by “supply 
and demand” is unsound economically because 
it makes no provision for the ‘tupkeep” of. 
labor, and unsound morally because the human 
being and his labor are inseparable; and pro- 
duces figures to show also the inadequacy of 
production. 

Using the cost of living estimate made by 
the National Industrial Greietenes Board last 
September, for the city of Detroit, which placed 
the minimum for a family. of five at $1,700 a 
year, the bulletin comments as follows: 


“The National Bureau of Economic Research 
has made elaborate studies of the national in- 
come which indicate that it amounted in 1919 
to about $66,000,000,000. The latest detailed 
information as to the distribution of this in- 
come is for the year 1918. There are estimated 
to have been in that year 29,603,390 persons 
with incomes under $1,700 a year. The wage 
earners fall chiefly within this group. To bring 
these incomes up to $1,700 a year would re- 
quire, on the face of the Bureau’s figures, about 
$20,000,000,000 a year more than the sum total 
of all incomes in the country over $2,500. It is 
perfectly evident, therefore, that faulty dis- 
tribution, serious as it is, does not account for 
the inadequacy of income from which large 
groups of our population suffer. The con- 
clusion from all the data seems unavoidable 
that to provide a comfortable living 
for our entire population would necessitate a 
degree of efficiency in production that has 


never been approximated.” 
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Message to the Christian Churches of Germany 


The following letter was sent to the heads of 
the German Churches under date of February 
16, looking toward renewed cooperation with 
them: 


“The Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
in annual session assembled, December 16, 1921, 
by unanimous and hearty action, instructed the 
Administrative Committee to “prepare a suit- 
able communication to the Churches and Chris- 
tians of Germany on behalf of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
expressing our desire for renewed friendship and 
cooperation in our common task.” 


“We desire to remind our churches and to 
express to you our grateful recognition of the 
great and abiding streams of faith and life 
that have flowed from the Churches of Ger- 
many into the development of Christianity, 
and which have enriched the Church and the 
world of humanity which the Church is called 
to serve. 


“Not the least among the disastrous results 
of war is the disturbance of the moral and spir- 
itual forces and relationships which are the 
most treasured possessions of mankind. But the 
‘world is in the hands of God, and we can now 
surely discern, through the dark clouds that 
still remain, the dawn of a new day and the 
beginning of a new epoch in the world order. 


“In the creation of that new order, the 
- Churches of all nations must find their way to- 
gether, seeking their common Father in the 
light of the knowledge of His glory, revealed in 
the face of a common Master. Both divine 
justice and lasting peace for our common 
humanity must begin by the power of God and 
the spirit of Christ in the world, reconciling men 
unto Himself and thus reconciling them to one 
another. 


“The world is coming to recognize the evil 
and wickedness of war, and the duty of develop- 
ing a world-inclusive peace system which shall 
not only restrain, but remove the causes of war. 
Among these causes has been the subordination 
of those principles which govern Christian 
morality to the material interests of States and 
Nations, and it becomes the duty of the Chris- 


tian Churches to create a public conscience that 


will resist the violation of Christian ethics by 
any State or Nation. 


[20] 


“In the earnest secking of this end, we invite 
you to enter into hearty cooperation with us. 


“We have followed with deep and prayerful 
interest the movement, represented in the recent 
Congress at Stuttgart, towards the organiza- 
tion of a common body, and the expression of a 
united mind and heart, on the part of churches. 
free from all bonds and allegiance except those 
which bind them to a common Lord and Master. 
We trust that this may become for you the 
preparation, needed among all our churches, 
for a new reformation of spiritual forces to 
meet the immediate call of God and humanity 
to the Christian Church throughout the world. 


“Let us together undertake our mission with 
a new confidence in God, a deeper faith in 
Christ, and a new and larger hope for humanity. 
The world’s suffering should invoke and deepen 
mutual sympathy and compassion, and our chief 
concern should be to heal and to restore. Many 
things may need fuller consideration than is 
possible in this letter, but we may at least 
express to you our desire for the fullest fellow- 
ship and cooperation. 


“We desire to join you thus, free from 
suspicion, from all vain glory, rejoicing not in 
iniquity, but rejoicing in the truth, bearing all 
things, believing all things, hoping all things, 
enduring all things, forbearing one another in 
love, and letting all bitterness and wrath, all 
anger and clamor and evil speaking, with all 
malice be put away from us, bearing one 
another’s burdens that thus we may fulfill the 
law of Christ. 


“Forgetting the things that are behind, let 
us together press on to the things that are 
before. 


“Tt is in this spirit that the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America invites 
the Churches of Germany to full and unreserved 
fellowship, that with the Churches of Christ 
throughout the world, we may take counsel 
together, and mingle our prayers in no less a 
brotherhood than that to which we are sum- 
moned by our Lord and Master. 


“To the furtherance of this end, it is our 
hope, with your approval and consent, to send 
to you again in the near future, one or more 
of our brethren to bear to you, by personal 


witness, this expression of our faith and hope. 


and love.” 


—-:- 


Church Statistics 


VERY day during the last five years an 
average of 2,173 persons joined the vari- 
ous churches. This striking fact is dis- 


closed by statistics gathered by the Washing- 


ton Committee of the Federal Council of the 


Churches for the “Year Book of the Churches,” 


which will soon come from press. 


The total church membership of the country, 
according to these figures, is 46,059,500. This 
is an increase of 4,132,646 over the 1916 Census 
figures and indicates a clear gain of over a mil- 
lion members over the preceding twelve months. 


Of the approximately 46,000,000 persons 
listed officially as church members the Roman 
Catholics have 17,885,646. In this connection, 
however, it must be pointed out that the Roman 


Catholics reckon in their membership all bap- 


tized persons, including infants, whereas the 


Protestant bodies count. only those who have 


definitely entered into full membership. The 
constituent bodies composing the Federal 
Council show a membership of 19,687,366. The 
various religious bodies—Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish—report 233,104 congregations 


_manned by 200,090 ministers. This is a gain of 


5,617 congregations and 8,295 clergymen over 


the Government figures for 1916. 


With only one or two exceptions all the Prot- 
estant churches show decided gains over the 
1916 figures. A regrettable error in the release 
given to the daily press gave currency to the 
impression that the Unitarians had suffered a 
substantial loss. This, however, was incorrect, 


the mistake having arisen from a .compari- 
son of figures based upon the “Unitarian Year- 


book,” which showed only covenanted member- 
ship in the Unitarian Churches, with statistics 
in the United States Census for 1916, which 
recorded not membership, but affiliated constit- 
uency, although there was‘nothing in the Census 
figures to indicate that this was the case. An 
error in addition in the office of the Salvation 
Army also credited them with 10,000 fewer 
members than the correct records show. 


The Sunday schools of the country show a 
gain of 4,008,548 members and 4,395 schools 
over the Census figures for 1916. This is a 
gain of upwards of a million persons a year. 


The following table gives some of the sum- 


maries : 
J \ 
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Show Solid Gains 


STATISTICS OF RELIGIOUS BODIES, 1921 
(Subject to Correction in, Year Book) 


Churches Members 
Adventists (5 bodies) ........... 2,889 136,233 
Baptist Bodies: 

Northern Bapt. Cony. ......... 8,409 1,253,878 

Southern Bapt: Cony.-2...2.).:.. 27,444 3,199,005 

Nat’l Bapt. Conv. (Col.) ....... 21.133 33,116,325 

Other Baptists (14 bodies) .... 4,908 266,042 
Brethren, German Bapt. 

(Dunkers) (5 bodies) ........ 1,274 134,110 
Christian Ch. (Am. Chr. Cony.)... 1,094 97,084. 
Churches of God in N, A., 

Generale Micersinipmswrae #0 +. 502 25,920 
Congres atiomaly oe ete rhe opto a ous 5,959 819,225 
Disciples of Christe =). ..ct0 As. 2s ° 8,964 1,210,023 
Eastern Orthodox 

Churches (bodies eerie i0- 407 411,054 
Evangelical Association ......... 1,850 160,000 
Bryan. Synod ot (NA. Ss iocteisy... ss 1,309 274,860 
TLSM Sys: OOULES) eye inictayelals te, 2 ets one 1,020 117,239 
Jewish Congregations ........... 3,000 400,000 
Latter Day Saints i 

(SiO GS repe tour iciet fons triage sis croc 1,925 587,918 
Lutheran Bodies: 

Nat’l Co’l (ass’n of 17 bodies) 11,037 1,651,609 

Synod’l Conf. (5 bodies) ...... 4,018 812,436 

Independenitmrten-mpste ells 2 csetehe t=): 13 2,600 
Mennonites: \G@lG= bodies) wns... - 963 91,282 
Methodists: 

White 

Methodist Episcopal ........ 26,713 3,938,655 
Meth Epis s South et crks 2). 17,251 2,346,067 
Methodist Protestant: ...4.... 2,500 178,275 
Other Bodiese(S) mete. tec 2,242 87,186 
Colored ; 
African’ Meth. Hipis..2.- <i... 6,900 551,766 
African! M.S Zion) ).2. 6). =. 2,716 412,328 
Colored Meth. Epis. ......... 2,621 245,749 
Others Bodiess(6)\e iar eye roe 466 37,965 
Moravian = (o sbodies)\ieriracai cine = 151 33,796 
Presbyterian Bodies: : 

Presbyterian, U. S. A. ........ 9,842 1,722,361 

Presbyterian, UO cdae al atl sts 8,475 397,058 

Cumberland \Presbys) 2. oso... 42.. 1,312 63,924 

United Presby. Ch. of N. A. ... 937 160,528 

Otheri Bodies Coan. cist sen a: 399 40,812 
Protestant MpIsCOpale iawn sii 8,324 1,104,029 
Reformed Episcopal Church ...... ff) 13,022 
Reformed Bodies: 

Reformed Church in America... 733 135,634 

Reformed Church in the U. S.... 1,736 331,369 

Christian Reformed ........... 247 43,902 
Roman Catholie Church 

(CO fon teers DC) ) MES ec aan cr poe oleic 16,580 17,885,646 
Salvation Army sone. seid dete tae: Lb 45,969 
Unitarians (Constituency) ....... 406 103,936 
United Brethren (2 bodies) ...... 3,815 383,329 
United Evangelical Church ...... 892 90,096 
Wm iVerSalisus We esre eel aie enc!e ee wie 650 58,566 
MiscellanGowsi ca sicscc bia statere ct «overs 12,902 880,689 


Comparison of 1921 Totals With Religious Census 1916 


Churches Members 
MQ DT Ae. cp bagens scateseciaus evan statics suena 4 233,104 46,059,500 
NOT s crave where ete ticks ere Paden monk 227,487 41,926,854 


5,617 4,132,646 
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In Other Cooperative Fields 


Protestant Drnominations Unitt SunpDay 
Scuoout Forces 


Y unanimous action of the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denominations, 
representing more than thirty evangelical 

communions, and of the Executive Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 
representing more than sixty state, provincial 
and national auxiliary units, these two bodies 
have consummated the unification of their 
forces with a common program, personnel and 
objectives. 

This action was taken at Chicago the 15th 
and 16th of February. 

After years of agitation and conference, in 
the face of traditions and legal difficulties which 
at times appeared insuperable, the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel to which the task of 
reconstruction was committed were able to 
formulate a simple instrument of merger which 
met the endorsement of both organizations 
without a dissenting voice. 

The new name, “The International Sunday 
School Council of Religious Education,” bears 
on its face evidences of a merger, preserving as 
it does the imprint and trademark of both 
organizations being both “International” and a 
“Council,” with due regard for the traditional 
name “Sunday School” and for the enlarging 
scope of work implied in the term “Religious 
Education.” 

Under the guidance of this new merged organ- 
ization it is hoped that the approaching quad- 
rennial Sunday School Convention at Kansas 
City, Mo., June 21-27, 1922, will record great 
advances in the development of Religious Edu- 
cation in America. 


A MessacEe To THE CHURCHES 


The Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion in annual session at Chicago, January 9-10, 
1922, urged the following considerations upon 
the attention of the Churches: 

1. Trained leaders are essential to the 
realization of the Christian program. Chris- 
tian education is concerned with the training of 
the leaders and of all who co-operate in the 
work of the Kingdom. ‘The success of home 
and foreign missions and of all other enterprises 
of the church admittedly depends upon the 
success of Christian education. 


2. While these truths are generally admitted 
[22] 


by leaders of all the churches they have not 
yet come to the consciousness of the entire 
membership as is evidenced by the fact that, 
while gifts for education in general have been 


greatly multiplied, the increase in the gifts of — 


the Church for education under the auspices 
of the Church has not kept pace with its increase 


of gifts for other philanthropic and benevolent — 


enterprises. 


3. In view of the situation thus briefly out- — 


lined, the Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion urges the leaders of the Churches so to 


increase the budgets alloted to educational — 


interests as to enable them to meet their in- 
creasing opportunities and requirements. It 


also earnestly calls upon the members of all 


the Churches to give themselves in prayer and 
devoted activity to a nation-wide effort for the 
purpose of endowing and supporting their edu- 
cational institutions and agencies, to the end 
that a sufficient number of trained leaders may 
be provided for the building of the Kingdom 
of God. 


NationaL ConVENTION oF Y. W. C. A. 


The Seventh National Convention of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association will be 
held at Hot Springs, Ark., April 20-27. 


“The Business of Peace,” which is the gen- 
eral theme, will be divided into three main topics, 
namely, first, “‘Between Nations’; secondly, 
“Between Races’; and thirdly, “In Our Work- 
a-Day Life.” Miss Charlotte Niven, of London, 
general secretary of the World’s Committee of 
the Young Women’s Christian Association, 
Anne Lamb, an Anglo-Indian of Calcutta, 
Countess Elaine Goblet d’Aviella of Belgium, 
and Judge Florence Allen, of Cleveland, the 
first woman judge of the Common Pleas Court 
of the United States, will point out the Busi- 
ness of Peace between nations. The rela- 
tions of races will be considered by Mrs. Luke 
G. Johnson, of Atlanta, and Bishop Robert E. 
Jones, of New Orleans. Prof. Edward C. 
Lindeman, of the North Carolina College for 
Women, a widely known community specialist, 
will discuss social questions. 


A. Maude Royden, England’s greatest woman 


; : ~ 
preacher, and leader of women, will give a — 


series of talks before the Convention on “The 
Christian Way of Life.” 
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will be of great Senificance not for St. 
Louis alone, but as an illustration of the con- 


& ditions which prevail in other great cities. 


, 1921, to December, 1921, the Committee on. 


} 


The survey was begun early in 1919 by the 
Interchurch World Movement, in cooperation 
with the Church Federation. From February, 


Social and Religious Surveys of New York, in 
cooperation with a local committee representing 
the Federation, denominational, social and 


' civic agencies, has been tabulating the material 


¢ } 


5 
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~ lems to local authorities. 
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which has been collected, checking results on 
__ the field and making interpretations and findings 
‘in preparation for the publication of a survey 
volume and presentation of programizing prob- 
Since that. time the 
St. Louis Federation has been carrying the 
survey to completion. 


A folder giving some of the preliminary find- 
ings and interesting statistical graphs has been 
published. Some of the facts disclosed are as 

follows: 


Seventy-seven per cent of the people of St. 
- Louis are native white Americans, thirteen per 
cent are foreign born, and ten per cent negroes. 
Every morning sees almost one-half of the popu- 
lation starting for work, forty per cent going 
into industry. Of the rest, fifteen per cent are 
in the trades, fourteen per cent in clerical work 
and only five per cent in professions. 


Thirty-six per cent of the people are Prot- 
estant, thirty-nine per cent Roman Catholic, 
_ three per cent Jewish. One-fifth admit no in- 
_ terest in any church. 


While St. Louis is prosperous, yet one-half 
of her people live below the average of human 
welfare, and thirty per cent under distinctly 
sub-normal conditions. 


- One of the outstanding facts in the church 


_ life of the city is that the congregations have 


moved away from the so-called 


“J 


‘undesirable 
neighborhoods” so that the districts left behind 
have become centers of delinquency. The neces- 
sity of a city-wide Protestant policy, with a 


_ carefully worked out parish plan, to deal with 


_ this situation is apparent. 7 
i 


NOTABLE SURVEY of metropolitan 
St. Louis is now being completed which 


Surveying for Service 


By Rev. Artuur H. Armstrone 
- Secretary of the Church Federation of St. Louis 


Some of the permanent advantages gained 
from the survey may be summed up as follows: 


1. A strong aid toward the creation of a city- 
wide consciousness on the part of ministers and 
religious leaders. 

2. The division of the city into survey dis- 
tricts suggested for administrative units, in 
which population, religious and social facts can 
be localized and focalized. 

3. The -creation of vital statistics of the 
churches, by individual, denominational and 
district groups and for the city as a whole, by 
single years, by trienniums and for twenty-one 
years, making topical, chronological and areal 
studies possible. 


GAIN IN POPULATION, PROTESTANT MEMBERSHIP AND 
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. The creation of community councils, be- . 


Se to function in mutual conferences, and 


the friendly interchange of aid across denomi- 
national lines. 

5. The preparation of topical studies on such 
subjects as the lodging house and migrant 
worker population, the source and destination 
of newcomers, vice districts, foreign groups, 
and negro, and the acquaintanceship of reli- 
gious and social workers, giving promise of more 
intimate future cooperation. 

6. The formation of a Protestant Parish 
Plan to meet the unmet tasks of Protestantism, 
involving ministry to every group and every 
area. 

7%. The formation of plans for continued 
mutual counsel, interdenominationally, by local 
and national denominational administrative 


groups. 
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What the Administrative Committee is Doing 


N addition to the activities of the Adminis- 
trative Committee recorded in other col- 
umns, the following are worthy of note: 


JANUARY MEETING 


Dr. Tippy reported that a conference of rep- 
resentatives of denominational officials respon- 
sible for child welfare, especially for the insti- 
tutional care of neglected and delinquent chil- 
dren, would be held on February 10 to initiate 
the work of the new Committee on Child Wel- 
fare in the Commission on the Church and 
Social Service. It was also reported that in 
response to a memorial from two or three de- 
nominational agencies the Educational Com- 
mittee of the Commission will give attention to 
educational work in behalf of the humane treat- 
ment of animals. 


The Treasurer reported the financial condi-- 


tion of the Council, showing that on December 
81, 1921, the deficit had been reduced to 
$18,759.24 and that this amount would be fur- 
ther offset by about $5,000 in cash in hand and 
accounts due. 

The name of the Commission on Negro 
Churches and Race Relations was changed to 
Commission on the Church and Race Relations. 

The Commission on the Church and Social 
Service reported that it had carried on ex- 
tensive correspondence with publishers of objec- 
tionable Christmas cards, with a view to secur- 
ing a higher quality of production next year, 
and that there was reason to believe that the 
representations made by the Council had had 
considerable influence. 


Frepruary MErrinc 


The following officers were re-elected for 
1922: Chairman, Rev. John M. Moore; Vice- 
Chairman, Rev. Rufus W. Miller; Recording 
Secretary, Rev. Rivington D. Lord. 


Report oN CONFERENCE witH Mr. Gary 


The committee consisting of Rev. John M. 
Moore, Rev. Frank Mason North, Rev. Albert 
G. Lawson and Rev. John W. Langdale, ap- 
pointed to confer with Judge Elbert H. Gary 
regarding the false and inaccurate statements 
concerning the Federal Council made in a 
pamphlet written by Clayton L. Patterson on 
the steel strike inquiry, reported, after having 
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conferred at some length with Mr. Gary and 
three of his associates, in part as follows: “The 
document, so far as its references to the Federal 
Council are concerned, is in large part inac- 
curate, misleading, and untrue. The writer 
had relied upon sources of information which 
were entirely unreliable, and had never, in its 
preparation, sought information from any of 
the officials or responsible members of the 
Council. Its statements regarding the per- 
sonnel of the Council are of the same nature, 
and in addition are both reckless and false. 
Judge Gary frankly admitted that he had been 
under misunderstanding in the whole matter. 
He gave us to understand that the document 
had been distributed to a very few persons, and 
that none had been distributed after its un- 
reliability had been called to his attention by 
Dr. Macfarland.” 

It was reported that conference had been held 
with representatives of The Church Peace 
Union relative to proposed approaches on the 
part of the Commission on International Jus- 
tice and Goodwill to the Carnegie Corporation 
for assistance in its program, and that it had 
been decided that the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission would not make a separate application 
for a grant, but would request Dr. Finley, as 


— 


a oe ee ee 


its Chairman, to cooperate with the trustees of 


The Church Peace Union in the effort to secure 
an additional endowment for The Church Peace 
Union; with the understanding that Dr. Merrill, 
its Chairman, would request it to make sub- 
stantial provision out of any additional reve- 
nue for the work of the Commission on Inter- 
national Justice and Goodwill. 

The Commission on International Justice and 
Goodwill was authorized to convey to President 
Harding the following resolution: 

“In view of the tragic conditions of Armenian 
and Greek Christians under cruel and murder- 
ous rulers, and of numerous appeals to America 
for political protection and philanthropic help; 
and in view of the proposal in Congress that 


President Harding take up with Great Britain, 


France and Italy the question of dealing effec- 
tively with the Turkish maltreatment of Chris- 
tian subjects; we urge the churches of Ameri- 
ca to exert every possible influence to secure 
immediate active measures by our government 
for the protection of Christians under Turkish 
rule.” cs 
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ON CHRISTIANITY AND THE CHURCH 


The Church in the Present. Crisis, By Willian 
Allen Harper. New York. Revell, 1921. 


A valuable study by President Harper, of Elon 
College, on the place and work of the church in 
modern society. It considers in a liberal spirit the 
problems of the local church in its community, and 
of American Protestant Christianity in its larger 
aspects. The thinking of the book is constructive 
and helpful. 


Source Book and Bibliographical Guide for Amer- 
ican Church History. By P. G. Mode. Banta 
Pub. Co., Menasha, Wis. 735 pp. 


Embodies the most significant documents for the 
entire field of the history of the Church in Amer- 
ica. Special attention is given to documents that 
reveal the contribution of the Church to American 
society. Almost an indispensable tool. 


Hebrew Life and Times. By Harold B. Hunting. 
New York Abingdon Press, 1921. $1.25. 


The story of a race charmingly told in terms of 
its “everyday folks’—-shepherds and peasants and 
housewives, and their influence on a nation’s life. 


The Living Church Annual, 1922. (The Church- 
ee Year Book and American Church Alma- 
nac. 


A directory of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Published by the Morehouse Publishing Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 


Pageantry and Dramatics in Religious Education. 
By William V. Meredith. New York, Abingdon 
Press, 1921. $1.25. 


A convincing discussion of the inherent and his- 
toric right of pageantry and dramatics to become 
the handmaids of religion and of the practical ways 
in which amateur dramatic talent can be discover- 
ed and used in the local church. 


The Prophetic Ministry for Today. By Bishop C. 
D. Williams, New York, Macmillan. 


Illuminating and stimulating. It presents the 
social conscience of religious leaders up to date, 
and points the way to larger influence for the 
Church in the future. 


The Rock that is Higher. 
- New York, Revell. 

The utterance by this young and gifted preacher 
of the Second Presbyterian Church in Louisville 
may be unhesitatingly commended to the preachers 
for its suggestive and inspirational qualities, 


By Teunis E. Gouwens, 


The Roman Catholic Bible and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. By A. W. Johnston, New York. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 139 pp. 

A Protestant business man discusses in an able 
way the Roman Catholic Church. By constant ref- 
erence to the Douay Version of the Bible he shows 
‘that the tenets of Romanism are not in accord with 
its own scriptures. The author urges the streng- 


_ thening of the federal union of the Protestant 


Churches. 
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Community Boy Leadership. A Manual for Scout 
Executive. Boy Scouts of America. 


Invaluable for those to whom it is especially 
addressed, and of almost equal value for pastors, 
teachers and all workers with boys. Its statement 
of the ‘Religious Policy of the Boy Souts of Amer- 
ica” is commanding, and makes it clear that the 
Scout Movement has met a great need in leading 
boys out into wholesome activities in such a way 
as to carry with them the religious impulse and 
not to lose connection with the church. 


An Introduction to Missionary Service, By G. A. 
Gollock. London: Oxford University Press, 1921. 


Prepared especially for men and women going 
as missionaries to Africa and the East, but of deep 
interest to a far wider public. A fine interpreta- 
tion of what missions mean, of what missionary 
service offers as a life work and of some of the 
problems that Christianity faces as it develops in 
other lands. 


ON INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS 


Problems in Pan Americanism. By S. G. Inman, 
New York, George H. Doran, 1922. 


An approach to a great international problem 
from a moral and spiritmal view point and in the 
light of a great moral opportunity, long neglected 
by the United States. A good antidote for those 
who rest the destiny of the world too heavily on 
“Anglo-Saxon” unity. The Latin-American nations 
have a sympathetic, appreciative spokesman in Dr. 
Inman, who sees both reality and opportunity with 
spiritual vision. This volume is stimulating by its 
prophetic view of the possibilities of moral solid- 
arity between these two neighbor continents. It is 
heartily commended to all who are genuinely con- 
cerned about Christian international relations. 


America’s Stake in Europe. By Charles H. Fahs, 
New York, Association Press, 1921. 


This volume, valuable for church and other 
study classes, shows how intimately international 
affairs are bound up with great moral and spiri- 
tual questions. Its line of thought would startle 
an old time diplomatist and indeed, some present 
day members of Congress. The method is original, 
presenting questions for discussion, with source 
material representing various points of view, aiming 
to get the reader to frame an intelligent judgment 
fer himself. 


Zionism and World Politics. By Horace M. Kallen, 
Garden City, N. Y. Doubleday, Page & Co. 


An endeavor to set down the truth about the 
Jews, in such a way as to break down the prejudice 
of unthinking Americans. Special interest centers 
in the movement to establish a Jewish state in 
Palestine, which is studied fully in its historical 
development and interpreted sympathetically and 
persuasively. 


The Foreign Relations of China. By M. J. Ban, 

New York, Revell. 

A painstaking and fair-minded review of the ex- 
ploitation of China; severe but generally impartial, 
concluding with constructive proposals which are 
obvious, difficult to work out, but in the carrying 
out of which the destinies of the world are involved. 


Through the Russian Revolution. By Albert R. 
Williams, New York. Boni and Liveright. 
Interesting pictures set forth by a sympathetic 

witness of the downfall of the Czarist regime. 
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IN AMERICA 
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Reformed Church in America 
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